THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“ For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall gu forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.--MAL. 4: l, 2. 


Vo, 45. Vol. LII. Thursday, November 9, 1592. Price One Penay. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
[Continued from page 694.| 

| SECOND DAY. 

October 7, 10 a.m.—Conference was called to order by President George 
Q. Cannon. 
The choir and congregation sang the hymn which begins: 
We thank Thee, O God, for à Prophet. 
Prayer by Elder Charles W. Penrose. 
Singing by the choir: 
Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell. 


| PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 
said he wished, as he always did, in coming before an audience of Latter- 


day Saints, their faith and prayers, that he might say something that 


would be a comfort and a blessing to them. 

The speaker read from the 63rd section of the book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, commencing with the 26th paragraph, showing that it was 
the purpose of the Lord that the Latter-day Saints should obtain the 
land of Zion only by purchase. The Lord would not permit them to take 
possession of that land by force, nor by the shedding of blood. If the 
Latter-day Saints ever get possession of that land it will be by the use of 
their means to purchase it. It was not the purpose of the Lord that 
ancient Israel should take possession of the land of promise otherwise 
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than by purchase; but they rejected the counsel of the Lord and the 
principles of the Gospel, and the Lord was compelled, through their dis- 
obedience, to give them another law. The Lord provided for modern 
Israel a way by which they could purchase the land of Zion; and there 
was only one way and that was by the law of consecration. There were 
no rich among them, and it was only by co-operation that they could raise 
enough means to purchase the land; but the Saints were unwilling to 
comply with the law of consecration and tried to secure and hold the land 
in another way than that which the Lord had appointed, and the Lord 
could not sustain them. There was a failure on the part of the Saints, 
and the Lord beholding their condition gave to them another law, a lesser 
law than the law of consecration namely, the Jaw of tithing. When it 
is considered what consequences followed the failure of the people to keep 
the law of consecration, it can be foreseen what will be the results of 
a failure to keep the lesser law of tithing, which has been given in its 
place. In the early days of the Church, disobedience to the law of con- 
secration was followed by persecution from their enemies. An extract 
was read from the MILLENNIAL Sran, Vol. 14, year 1853, showing how the 
Saints in Jackson County had suffered through mob violence; and these 
evils were attributed to the failure of the Saints to observe the law of 
consecration. These outrages upon the Saints were unpleasant to dwell 
upon, but they would come again upon the people if they allowed them- 
selves to get into the condition of disobedience into which the people of 
Jackson County had fallen. But the Latter-day Saints would never be 
taken in that condition of disobedience for an amazing reformation was 
already going on among the people in relation to observing the law of 
tithing. The law of tithing was then read from section 119 of the book of 
Doctrine and Covenants, and the Saints were advised to read and study 
this section. A revenue is necessary with which to build temples, to help 
to send Elders abroad, to support the poor, etc. The first principle of 
action for the Latter-day Saints is to sanctify this land by keeping holy 
this law of tithing. Since this matter has been talked of by the Elders, 
the results have been most pleasing. 

“The Lord manifested to me,” said President Snow, “that it was my 
business to teach the people to obey this law. We found that many of the 
people did not pay any tithing; but since the latter part of May there 
has been a marvelous reformation in this respect.” 

In August of last year 814 800 was the amount; in August of this year 
there was $37,200 paid. In September of last year the cash tithing paid 
was $11,400; in this September over $46,700 has been paid. For the four 
named months of last year the cash tithing amounted to $67,100. For the 
corresponding months of the present year the total has been $164,900, an 
increase of $97,800 in the four months. 

For the present month, six days have passed. In October of last year 
there was paid a total of $18,000. During the six days now past of the 
present month, there have been paid $22,000. “May God bless the Latter- 
day Saints for this awakening.” 

The Lord will forgive the Latter-day Saints for their past negligence, if 
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in the future they will observe this law. But He will not look with 
forbearance upon further negligence in keeping this la w. 

The time has now come when the Lord is ready to bestow upon us His 
choicest blessings. We are not to contend with our enemies. All man- 
kind are our brethren and sisters, and we are not to seek to destroy them. 
If those who are now contending against us only knew what we know, 
they would cease to contend against us; and sometime they will know 


this.” 
ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH. 

of the quorum of Apostles, was the next speaker. Our heavenly Father 
has fulfilled His promise to the Saints that He would, from time to time, 
soften the hearts of men towards them. A pronounced modification in 
the minds of men towards us has occurred. The mission of the Gospél is 
to guard the rights and consciences of men. Without intending to divert 
your attention from what has already been presented, I desire to direct 
your attention to some other subjects. One is connected with the Brigham 
Young monument. Only about one-half of the amount necessary to meet 
ite cost has been subscribed and paid. But the speaker believed that the 
people would complete the payment of the amount still owing. Nations 
can do no more good in the development of patriotism and of the interests 
of the people morally and intellectually than by the perpetuation of the 
names of their great men. The Latter-day Saints desire to have stamped 
upon the souls of their sons and daughters the same heroic virtues and 
the same ideas of justice and honesty as those which characterized the 
lives of the founders of this commonwealth. They laid the foundation of 
these village communities, of our industries, and our schools. No one will 
raise his voice in opposition to the proposal to complete the monument to 
the great leader of these pioneers. We are not given to man worship, bat 
we recognize the worth of heroic deeds performed, and the people of Utah 
are among the brightest and best people in the world, a fact which is dué 
in part to the labors of the men who led them in spiritual and temporal 
affairs, during the founding of this commonwealth. It is our right to love 
God, and to honor our leader Brigham Young. It is our duty to perpett- 
ate his name and to complete the payment upon the monument to his 
memory. 

The closing portion of Elder Smith’s remarks were devoted to pointing 
cout the necessity for the amusements of the young being under the super - 
vision of those of mature years and judgment. He also expressed his full 
sympathy with the teachings that have been given in relation to the law 


of tithing. 
The choir sang: | 
Captain of Israel’s host and guide. 
Benediction by Elder Seymour B. Young. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
2 p.m. The choir sang the hymn which begins: 
Glorious things are sung of Zion. 
Prayer by Elder Lewis A: Kelch. 


| 
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Singing by the choir: n 
ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN, 
of the quorum of the Apostles, addressed the Conference. 
The condition of the people to-day, the things from which they are 
suffering, the drouth, the frost, the loss in the crops of fruit,—all these 
things show that the people need a blessing from the Lord. They are 
admonished to keep the law of tithing, in order that they may be blessed. 
This law was known to ancient Israel upon the earth and to other earths. 
The one-tenth is exactly the amount that is necessary for purposes the 
Lord has in view im connection with this people. 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 
said we have had at this conference much valuable instruction, but none 
of greater importance than that which relates to the payment of the 
revenues of the Church. Nothing great can be accomplished without 
revenues to sustain it in this temporal world. A section of the book of 
Doctrine and Covenants was read, showing who have and who have not a 
claim upon the Church for support. A child without parents becomes the 
child of the Church which is its parent, and is bound to provide for that 
child’s opportunities equal to those of children whose parents are living. 
But the day has not yet come in which the authorities of the Church could 
do this fully and to their heart’s satisfaction, simply because the Church 
had not sufficient means for these purposes. 

The speaker then referred to secret societies, in which the dues exacted 
from the members prevented some men from paying their tithing or from 
going on missions. ‘This, the speaker said, was wrong. 

The choir sang: 

O Come all Ye Faithful. 


and the benediction was pronounced by Elder W. T. Jack. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


QUIET CHATS. No. 3. 


THe CHARACTER OF JEsUS CHRIST. 
[Concluded from page 704.) 

Mr. W. And yet you will realize that He came with a different message 
to that of His predecessors; He “laid the axe at the root of the tree” of 
spiritual supremacy, and the law which had been given as “a school 
master to bring them to Christ” was about to be superseded; the old 
position of “having the oracles” was to be set aside by the broader phbil- 
osophy of universal opportunity; the “wild olive”—as they had esteemed 
the Gentiles—was to be “grafted in”; all these conceptions no doubt 
stirred within the hearts of the sacerdotal and Pharisaic class, who were 
already smarting under foreign domination; couple these facts with the 
lowliness of the Nazarene, His lack of wealth and prestige, His evident 
inability or indisposition to break the political power of Rome, and their 
miscomprehension of prophecy and of fact, and the key to official rejection 
and Pharisaic contempt is already in your hand; but I will give now the 
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witness of the evil powers, who comprehended “the man Christ Jesus” 
better than did the representatives of that passing dispensation, whieh 
having served its purpose was about to be overthrown. 


THe Testimony oF DkvILs. 


Twice at the time of the temptation, the devil sneeringly asked, Ik thou be the Son 
of God do so and so.” How did he come to thus address Jesus? 


The unclean spirit which possessed the one in the synagogue said, “I know thee who 
thon art, the Holy one of God.” 


That legion which entered into the herd of swine, cried with a loud voice, „What have 
I to do with thee, thou son of the Most High God.” 


Mn. B. I conclude those to be quite as essential as the testimonies 
already cited; the interest of three worlds somehow were enlisted in com- 
ment and surely i in controversy in regard to the One of whom I have had 
so faint—and in fact so incorrect an idea. 

Mr. W. The foundation bas now been fully laid, and we must find a 
way of action as well as of expression in regard to so prominent a char- 
acter in the history of mankind, and [ realize that such authoritative 
teaching as is found in “the Sermon on the Mount,” for instance, testifies 
that “He taught as one having authority and not as the Scribes”; besides 
all the miracles He performed demonstrated His power over sickness, 
disease and spirit possession, nay “even the winds and the sea obeyed 
His voice.“ f 

Me. B. I, after much reflection, agree with you, the teachings of such 
an one must have been of importance, but I am free to say that I have 
paid just as little attention to them as to things already considered. 

Mr. W. It is somewhat different with me, His Divine call or His being 
sent should make every act and word of supreme import, although He 
disclaimed any originality as to that, saying, “My doctrine is not mine, 
but His that sent me,” and to ignorant yet honest inquiry He said, “If 
any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself.” 

Mr. B. That is a very fair proposition; if so much depends on it, I do 
not see why we should not inquire as did the High Priest Himself of the 
author or revealer thereof. 

Mn. W. Not only that but a woe was pronounced, a woe on those who 
. should “teach for doctrine the commandments of men,” and John in his 
very emphatic way said, “If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine (of Christ) receive him not into your house, neither bid him God 
speed.” 

Mr. B. Now you have me in a corner, for I have never thought that 
the ideas men might entertain were of any consequence if a man’s life 
were right, and he was respectable and trying to do his best. 

Mr. W. As to that, conduct is surely colored by a man’s thought of 
religious things, but sincerity and honesty are not the only qualifications 
needed or demanded by Christianity. 

Me. B. Ob, we are all Christians! We live in a Christian land, under 
Christian Institutions, and we are called a Christian people. 
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Mr. W. That is all true in part, and it can only be said, that as far as 
the world or man individually follows Christ, so far only is he a Christian, 
and we shall have to reason upon that at our next interview, for it 
must be late. 

Mn. B. Ab, the time has flown, it is now half past ten, but we have got 
on 3 big subject and you are its master! 

Ma. W. Not so! Weare all searchers after Truth and Right, ond if it 
is new to you and yours, before we meet again you will have time to “read 
and think”; then I would suggest that you should pray over this matter, 
and you may find light in that way, for God is the source of all light by 
His Holy Spirit, and the Son said, “Whatsoever ye ask in my name in 
faith, it shall be given you.” 

Mn. B. Oh, you are better acquainted than I am, you have been used 
to pray no doubt, and I am a stranger and a sinner. 

Lucy. Why Pa, we always pray! I never lie down without saying, 
“Gentle Jesus meek and mild, Look upon a little child; And if I die before 
I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.” 

Mr. B. Oh well I know and am glad you do, I used to say all that and 
“Our Father” years and years ago, but even that has long since gone. 

Mr. W. Let “bygones be bygones” for the present, you will learn to 
pray one of these days because you will feel the need of strength and 
wisdom greater than man, at best, can give. 

Mr. B. I am afraid you are going to make me too religious, and then I 
shall “only be fit to die.” 

Mr. W. You must banish that old tradition. True religion is to tell a 
man how to live, how to bring sunshine into his heart and home, and I 
would again invite you all to “read and think.” 

Mn. B. Oh we shall do so, my wife has been delighted with the evening 
I know, I can speak for her, and she will be glad to see you again. 

Mrs. B. Yes, indeed! You can have a welcome here any time, these 
topics are far more interesting to me than the ordinary topics or gossip 
of the day. 

JouN. Yes Pa, have Mr. White come again soon, for lam going to read 
up, and see if I can find out any good. 

Mr. W. OhI shall come again, but I must be saying, Good night! 

All handsJwere extended at once, to say Good night, and Mr. White 
retired, walking home full of strange thoughts and earnest prayers for 
still greater — and Truth. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


THE Sheffleld Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was held November 5 in the Music Hall, Surrey Street, Sheffleld. 

There were present: Of the Presidency of the European Mission, Elders 
Plattte D. Lyman, Janes L. McMurrin and Henry W. Naisbitt; President 
Geo. Ruff and S. A. Greenwood of the Nottingham Conference; President 
James Briggs, Chas. R. Bailey and F. G. Robinson, Jr., of the Manchester 
Conference; Fred. A. Mitchell of the Newcastle Conference ; T. F. McCune 
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of the Norwich Conference, and President Henry W. Manning and all the 
Traveling Elders of the Sheffleld Conference. 

In the morning session President Henry W. Manning made a brief 
opening address extending a hearty welcome to the visitors and people 
assembled; he also presented the names of the general authorities and 
the Presidency of the European Mission, who were unanimously sustained. 

Elder Henry W. Manning was unanimously sustained as president of 
the Sheffield Conference, and the following named Elders were sustained 
as Traveling Elders in their respective districts: Ernest P. Horsley, Chas. 
Swallow and Fred. J. Morris in the Barnsley district; Samuel J. Parrish, 
Ernest G. Burdett, Cyrus Gold and Henry M. Haslam in the Sheffleld 
district; Moroni Moss, Joseph H. Page, Arthur E. White and W. H. 
Edwards in the Grimsby district; James M. Horsley and Malcolm Butler 
in the Doncaster district; Samuel M. Taylor and Matthew Forster in the 
Hoyland district; John A. Brown and Samuel W. Parkinson in the Wake- 
field district. 

The following statistical report for the past six months was read : 
Missionaries from Zion, 18; High Priests, 2; Seventies, 16; Elders, 13; 
Priests, 16; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 5; mesa bore, 269; total officers and mem- 
bers, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 306; children under eight years 
of age, 77; total number of souls, 388. Tracts distributed—from door to 
door, 32,996; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 6,789. Books—sold, 36; 
loaned, 209; given away, 28. Strangers’ houses visited with first tract 
only, 7,591; by first invitation, 243; by re-invitation, 541. Gospel conver- 
sations, 1,984. Meetings held—hall, 175; cottage, 56; out-door, 188; 
Sunday school sessions, 81; M. I. A. sessions, 29; Bible classes, 23; Priest- 
hood meetings, 9. Baptions,—aew members, 25; children of mennbora, 2; 
confirmations, 27; ordinations, 4; children blessed—ol members, 6; died, 
1; emigrated over eight years old, 5. New Subscribers for Srar, 16. 

The speakers were Presidents Geo. Ruff and Platte D. Lyman. 

The afternoon session was addressed by Elder Fred. A. Mitchell and 
President Jas. L. MeMurrin. 

President James Briggs and Henry W. Naisbitt were the speakers at the 
evening service. 

A variety of subjects were treated during the Conference in a manner 
which seemed to reach the hearts of the interested audiences. 

Great credit is due to Brother Geo. Mellor for his arduous efforts in 
securing a creditable rendition of the anthems sung. 

During the evening service Sister Annie Schemield of the Sheffleld 
Festival Musical Choir rendered in an excellent manner a solo entitled, 
“Oh rest in the Lord.” 

Monday morning, November 6, at 10:30 the local and visiting Elders met 
in council meeting and listened to the reports of the various districts, and 
received valuable and inspiring instructions relative to duty. 

A social entertainment was announced for Monday evening, but a short 
time before the time appointed, a fire broke out in the Lyceum Theatre, a 
building close by, which temporarily postponed our expected good time. 

Exnest P. Horsigy, Conference Clerk. 
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TRUE FREEDOM. 


— . 


Mucu has been written and said on the subject of individual freedom, 
liberty and independence, but if a strict definition to these terms as 
applied to the individual were asked, it is doubtful whether any satis- 
factory one could be given. Every one would have a different idea 
regarding the scope of the terms, which difference would be the result 
of former education and environment. The lines between liberty and 
licence drawn by different persons, no doubt, would be so far apart and 
so various as to be unrecognizable as having been drawn for the same 
purpose. 

Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” This is the secret of freedom in a nutshell. The more a person 
comprehends the trath the better able is he to work in harmony with the 
laws of the universe, and so free himself from the disappointments conse- 
quent upon crossing or opposing those laws. This is the prime cause of 
all human failure, and the result is misery as a penalty for broken law. 

Those who seek freedom by defying the laws of God, whether expressed 
in nature or revelation, are destined to disappointment. Man cannot cut 
himself loose from the .universe and act independently, being a law unto 
himself. As well might one cut a branch from its vine and then expect it 
to grow, blossom and bear fruit. Christ is the true vine, and all who 
think to be free by cutting loose will as surely perish as would the revered 
branch of the vine. 

From a worldly standpoint, men seek independence by gathering around 
them the riches that perish with their use, and in many instances with. 
but little thought or care as to the methods employed in obtaining them; 
but in the justice of God a balancing time must come, and that which 
appears on the credit side in this life may be found on the debit side in 
the next. No man is truly free who has undischarged obligations resting 
upon him, whether such obligations be of a financial, social or moral char- 
acter. The truly free man is the one that has done more for his fellows 
than they have done for him. The only true independence is attained by 
making one’s self so useful to society that all are under obligations to 
return the service when needed or when opportunity is afforded. Christ 
went below all things, devoting all his life’s energies to the betterment of 
the condition of mankind, and He gave His life that men might live, and 
so placed all mankind under the greatest obligations to Him, thus raising 
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Himself above all things. So man may rise in the 
and may lay up treasures in Heaven by doing good to His fellow- men. 

Every injury done to another unrepented and unrequited places the 
aggressor under the most abject bondage to the injured one, and the 
obligation will remain in force until fully and satisfactorily cancelled 
whether in this life or in the life which is to come. Jesus gave the key 
to the situation when He said, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you, and persecute you.” That is, lay in a stock of obligations in your 
favor rather than to attempt to balance accounts as you go along by the 
old law of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 

The only true freedom is in working in harmony with the law—the 
law of one’s being—the law of one’s surroundings—the law of the uni- 
verse—THE LAW OF Gop; and this law respects, not only the rights in 
the common acceptance of the term, but the comforts, the conveni- 
ence, the welfare and happiness of all of God’s creatures. The law of 
harmony and happiness is the law of love, and love feeds and thrives 
upon kindly words and acts and consideration of the welfare of the objects 
of that love. We love those most for whom we do the most, not those who 
do the most for us. The mother’s heart goes out in greater intensity to 
. the invalid or crippled child that needs her constant care, than to the one 
that is robust and able to take care of itself. So it is with our love for 
mankind, it grows and intensifies by that magic law of exercise. The love 


of God will continually increase in the hearts of those who, by doing His 


will and keeping His commandments, stimulate that love to continuous 
activity. The greatest commandment is “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” By the observ- 
ance of these two commandments and by that alone can man discharge 
the obligations incumbent on him and attain to the highest platform of 
human freedom. | A. W. 


— — — — 


Tux following is from the 2 3 of New South vom Australia, 
of September 9, 1899: 


The Latter-day Saints’ MILLENNIAL Stak’ is the name of a neat and 
well printed weekly journal published in Liverpool. It is the oldest 
(so called) ‘Mormon’ periodical in existence having been published con- 
tinuously since 1838, and is, I think, a continuation of a paper started by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith in America. Several copies of the latest issue 
have been sent me, and I find them replete with much interesting reading 
matter. A supply of pamphlets and tracts, also printed in Liverpool, in- 
dicates that the Latter-day Saints are very active in disseminating their 
literature, and from a careful perusal of the ‘Star’ I judge that there 
must: be a very considerable number of Latter-day Saints in the united 
kingdom. There are in Australia a fair proportion of Mormons, the work 
having been begun so long ago as 1841, but the efforts generally put forth 
have been too spasmodic to yield large returns, Very few people haveany- 
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thing like a fair idea of what the Latter-day Saints really believe, the 
usual details generally printed in the newspapers are merely caricatures 
and grossly misrepresent the faith of these people. Joseph Smith the 
prophet and founder of Mormonism was a thoroughly good man and all 
things taken into consideration, is, without doubt, the most remarkable 
figure in the religious history of the 19th century.” 


Exper H. L. James writes from Montreal, under date of October 21, 
that he had just arrived with the body of Elder Clarke. He had attended 
to all necessary matters and passed the U. S. Customs. The casket was 
— in the express car and all ready to start for Chicago at 10:25 the same 
evening. 


CLxRES of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


RELEASES.—The following named Elders have been honorably released 
to return home per s.s, Hthiopia from Glasgow, November 25, 1899: Joseph 
Howard of the Norwich Conference, William E. Morse of the Welsh Confer- 
ence and Jobn S. —— of the Scottish Conference. 

LEEDS Cutie N Semi-annual Conference of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on Sunday, 
November 19, 1899, at the Temperance Hall (Main Lecture Hall), Chapel 
Street, off Leeds Road, in the city of Bradford. Meetings will commence 
at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE following extract from a letter of President Andreas Peterson of 
of the Scandinavian Mission, dated November 3, 1899, speaks for itself of 
the good work going on in that land: 


“On the evening of September 1, I left Copenhagen for Stockholm 
where I came the following morning and met President Sandberg and 
twenty-seven Elders, all very happy. In the evening, Saturday, the con- 
ference began and the hall was very beautifully decorated for the occasion, 
with Swedish, Norwegian, Danish and American flags, buntings, flowers 
and evergreen, all to a queen’s taste. The hall was filled with people to 
overflowing during all the meetings. 

“On the way to Norway, | stayed one evening in Upsala, held a public 
meeting with a packed house, there too, the good swedes had decorated the 
hall very elegantly. 

“In Trondhjem, President Nielsen had engaged a large hall, and we found 
that the attendance increased for every meeting held, hence a special 
meeting was advertized for Monday night, when we had a large meeting 
and the subject, past, present and future state of man was-treated. Took 
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steamer from Trondhjem to Aalesund; there found lawyer, who furnished 
a large hall for meeting, free of charge, and there I spoke to a fine assem- 
bly over one hour and a half and the only complaint heard, was that the 
address was too short. The following day some came and wished to hear 
more. 

“Continued along the west coast of Norway to Bergen, where the usual 
numbers of meetings were held, many people attending. While there, two 
influential men were baptized. Found to my full satisfaction that the 
division of Norway into three conferences is a step in the right direction, 
as the missionaries in Bergen and Trondbjem Conferences saved Kr. 500 
this time only, by not going to Christiania; and they save also much time 
in not going so far to attend conference. 

“In Christiania the large, fine hall was not large enough this time, as 
Sunday night standing room was ata premium. The president there, has 
engaged a hal! in another part of the city, where he also holds regular 
meetings. Went from Christiania to my birth place in Sweden, stayed 
two days there, and held one good meeting; baptized two of my relatives 
and received invitation to hold meetings in five different places. 

“In Gotenborg, President Forsberg bad succeeded in changing head- 
quarters, and had just moved into a most elegant hall, finer than in 
Christiania, but smaller, accommodating about 200 people. In that con- 
ference fifty had been baptized since we were there. 

The following is a compiled report of all the work which has been 
accomplished since our conference held last spring: Strangers’ houses 
visited, 75,857; books and tracts distributed, 87,620; Gospel conversations 
held, 26,864; mestines held, 2,205; and baptized 273 souls into the Church. 
“We shall be very short of missionaries unless you send over here a 


large number very soon, which I hope you will do, as we need them very 
much.” 


“A STONE. OF STUMBLING.” 


‘Many of the illustrations of Holy Writ, many of its similes are without 
force to the dweller in countries where a matter of fact expression pre- 
vails, and circumstances and conditions are essentially different. The 
Prophet Isaiah spoke of “a man who should be as an hiding place from 
the wind, . . . and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land,” 
but the average Englishman could hardly realize the expressiveness of 
such a metaphor in his country where sunshine is rare, and to hide from 
it a something almost outside of experience, but the traveler across the 
treeless arid plains of America could appreciate that figure, but he still 
less than a traveller in the torrid zone. We recollect however the grate- 
ful shade of “Independence Rock” en route, as we remember later sitting 
behind the granite boulders in the canyons of far-off Utah, and we can 
appreciate in part the significance, the enjoyment of “the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.” 

Many of the figures used by the One great Teacher have not that aptness 
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to experience here, which they originally possessed, when he said, “My 
sheep hear my voice and they follow me.” He knew the shepherd life of 
the Palestinians hill just as His hearers did, for the shepherd of the 
Orient never drives his flock, he leads and they follow, he speaks and 
they obey, his whistle echoing among the cliffs and through the defiles of 
that land was the signal for attention and the call of care. 

So when under the beautiful simile of the vine and the busbandman, 
He taught the needed lesson of oversight and care, that the vine might 
yield abundant precious fruit; the illustrations of culture, of pruning and 
grafting would carry less weight to those who never saw a grape vine 
growing, than they did to those who listened and drew from familiar things, 
the unpretentious yet forcible lessons of the Christ. 

Many long years have elapsed since as a lad we first loved to read and 
reflect upon that suggestive and perfect method of enforcing truth, a 
method not in strict harmony with modern methods and a colder clime; 
but in the Church there are many yet who remember how simply and yet 
how eloquently President Heber C. Kimball used this gift of God; com- 
parison was his element, the Eastern spirit seemed to be his, and every 
child in Israel knew of bis fertility of expression and aptness of applica- 
tion when he spoke of “the Potter’s wheel” and the “passive or refractory 
clay,” and so some good teachers have thought that the cultivation of this 
method could be made far more alluring and effective than the hard, un- 
yielding, dogmatic, matter of fact way in which Truth is prescribed occa- 
sionally by really good and earnest men. 

Now it was said of the Savior once, that “without a parable spake he 
not unto them,” and yet even His disciples were so obtuse that they failed 
to catch the full purport thereof, when His bitterest enemies saw the 
lurking truth behind the veil of fancy. 

The writer once listened to a powerful sermon by an eminent minister 
(a Methodist) on that wonderful utterance of the Prophet Isaiah, where 
he veiled in figures the future coming and character of Israel’s later King: 
“Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, he that believeth shall not make haste; the full burthen of 
that discourse has long since passed into oblivion, but a certain reverence 
and charm has hung around its pregnant words of text, and now that 
maturer years have found its poetic figures harmonizing so beautifully with 
many other significant passages and facts, its consideration falls upon the 
soul as the dew from Hermon or the perfume from the Garden of God, for 
is there not in Him, not only all the wealth of prophetic meaning, but also 
corroborative evidence of stability, permanence and reliability. Is notour 
Redeemer “a stone” in this respect, one having all the characteristics of 
the everlasting hills which can never be moved? 

This stone was to be laid in Zion, and the meaning of the word Zion, 
when interpreted is “the pure in heart,” the people of God, the followers 
of Jesus Christ. He is to it and them a tried stone too, honored of His 
Father because of fidelity in the past, and proven beside in that supreme 
mission of the Messianic covenant and life; He was a precious corner 


Stone, “a living stone” as Peter hath it, chosen of God and precious,“ 
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and all that pertained to Him partook of this character, hence we read of 
(the precious blood of Christ,” that His name and work is “precious to 
all them that believe in him,” they possess precious faith” and “precious 
promises” are given unto them. 

Having been divinely appointed before the worlds were, he was and is 
“a sure foundation,” hence says Paul to Timothy, “The foundation of God 
standeth sure,” and Paul said exultingly, “Other foundation can no man 
lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ;” to the unbeliever He may be 
but “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence,” but “the Stone which 
the builders rejected has become the head of the corner.” 

The Prophet saw the day when a little “stone should be cut out of the 
mountain without hands,” which should roll until it “filled the whole 
earth,” and Jesus said in regard to this, “Whosoever shall fall upon that 
stove shall be broken, but upon whomsoever it shall fall, it shall grind 
him to powder,” but to the believer is the prophecy in regard to Jacob 
verified, he is “the shepherd and stone of Israel” in whom “he that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste,” that is he possesses so much faith, he feels 
so much security in the “stability, reliability and permanence” of that 
foundation upon which he has built that he cannot be moved. 

In a wountainous region those metaphors and illustrations seem singu- 
larly apt, suggestive and understandable; rock and stone being nearly 
synonymous are profusely used by the sacred writers, God is called “the 
rock of our salvation” and the despondent Psalmist cried, “Lead me to 
the Rock that is higher than I,” so in “tropes and figures,” in similes and 
metaphors, in comparison and by illustration, things divine came home to 
the everyday experiences of men those lessons which were impressed be- 
yond forgetfulness, and yet so harmonious were they in the very nature 
of things that the humblest could comprehend the force, the cultured could 
understand their beauty, the philosopher, their aptitude, and while the 
scriptures are thus rich in ‘felicitous illustration, we may regret that to us 
it is partially “a lost art,” or one whose force i is far too little W — 
or used in this our day and time. N. 


MEMORIAL TO PRESIDENT MCKINLEY. 


Tue following memorial to the President of the United States inviting 
him to attend the pioneer Jubilee of 1897, was written by Hon. C. C. 
Goodwin and read by Mr. P. H. Lannan: 


“Your ExcELLENcy—We are come, a special commission, in behalf of 
and in the name of the people of Utah—indeed, ut the whole inter-moun- 
tain country—to invite and to urge Your Excellency to visit our State. 

“It will be fifty years on the 24th day of next July since the first band 
of Pioneers entered the valley of Great Salt Lake. 

“Naked almost, and almost in despair, they blazed the weary trail from 
the Missouri River to the shore of our Dead Sea, only to be saluted on 
their arrival by a desert. Such a journey, made to = a home eens — 
desolation, was never before undertaken. 


; 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

i} 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 
* 1 
1 
| 
| 


718 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“For years thereafter their yokemates were poverty and hardship, * 
lot unceasing and poorly requited toil. 

“Uncomplainingly they bore up against their iron fortune; slowly acre 
by acre was reclaimed from the waste, until flowers and fruits took the 
place of the garments of sage which clothe the desert. 

“Strong men and delicate women thus wore out their lives. The dreams 
of youth were repressed; they put aside their early hopes; if songs were 
in their souls they were never sung. 

“From the rugged path they trod, one by one fell out until now only a 
remnant of the band remains. Upon the sacred graves of those Pioneers, 
on land enriched by their tears, our State’s foundations have been laid. 

“In July, in honor of those who still live and of the memories of those 
who have died, a Jubilee is to be held, a Te Deum sung. 

“Then the story will be told of how the frown of desolation was chased 
away; how the smiles of civilization were warmed into life in Utah; how 
the waters of the streams turned aside from their natural channels gave 
life to the soil; how the desers relented at last and smiles grew on its 
savage face through flowers and golden harvests; how, at the miners 
summons, the sterile mountains opened their adamantine doors and 
brought forth their jewels until Utah became one of the first of mining 
states; how, in the waste, temples of religion, to education, to order and 
to law were upreared; bow the toilers, while subduing the wilderness, 
subdued at the same time their own prejudices, until, when Statehood 
came, it was greeted by a people as loving, as loyal, as true and as devoted 
to our free institutions as ever lived. 

“Will you not, Mr. President, accept the invitation of the whole people 
of Utah and the West? 

“Will you not come and listen as swell the . of our Jubilee? 

“We promise you all courtesy, all hospitality; we pledge, moreover, that 
welcomes shall be every where—in the sunlight, in the sparkle of the waters 
of our great inland sea, in the flowers, in the eyes and in the words of our 
people, and we believe the visit will add to your pride in native land and 
intensify your determination to serve with all faithfulness this great 
Nation, and, if possible, to give new majesty to her flag. 

We have the honor to be, Your Excellency, your most obedient servants, 


“GrorcE Q. Cannon, Frank J. CANNON, 
„G. W. Bartcn, JosEPH L. Raw ins, 
„P. H. LANNAN, WILLIAM H. Kd.“ 


At the conclusion, the President said : “The event is well worth general 
celebration, and if I can, . — go.” 


SHOOTIN G STARS. 


WHAT are commonly called shooting stars, or meteors, are found on 
examination to be masses of stone or iron ore that abound in outer space. 
Upon reaching the atmosphere of our planet these masses take fire through 
friction with that element as they dart through it at terrific speed. The 
greater number of these are burned to ashes before they reach the earth, 
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but occasionally they fall to the ground before being’ entirely consumed. 
Some of these have been found and examined, and thereby the nature of 
their composition has been learned. 

It is too early, perhaps, to speak of what may happen in November, and 
yet we must rewind you that, on the 12th to the 14th of that month, you 
may have a chance to see a perfect rain of shooting stars, for at that time 
the earth will cross the path of the Leonids, the largest shoal of meteors 
that we know, and the probability is that it will plunge right into the 
shoal itself. This encounter takes place every thirty-three years, the 
orbit of the meteors being so great that it takes them that long to 
traverse it. 

The width of the stream is estimated to be about 100,000 miles, and it 
is so long that, although it moves with a velocity of twenty to twenty-five 
miles a second, it takes about two years to pass the point where its path 
crosses that of the earth. 3 P 

Our last encounter with the Leonids was in 1866, when the earth plunged 
into the stream near its head, and did not come out on the other side until 
five hours later. It happened that during that time the hemisphere con- 
taining the continents of Europe, Asia and Africa was in front, so that 
the great shower was not seen here. In 1867, however, when the earth 
had reached that spot again, the continent of North America was in front 
and as the meteors were stil] passing, we had the shower. 


In 1833 the conditions were reversed, and this continent had the first 


plunge right into the midst of the stream. We have often heard old 
people talk about that strange and awful sight. The whole sky was 
ablaze with streaks of light, and it seemed as if all the stars were falling. 
Superstitious people thought that the last great day had come, and even 
those that were not superstitious were dumb with terror. This is not to 
be wondered at, for astronomy was not so well understood then as it is 
now, and such a spectacle had never been seen by most of the people then 
living. 

At the time of the meteoric shower of 1833—November 13—the Latter- 
day Saints who were living in Jackson County, Missouri, were suffering 
severe persecution. Many of them were compelled to flee from their 
homes and wander about for days and nights on the prairie without 
shelter. The falling of these fiery meteors to them was a grand sight, and 
it gave them comfort; but to their enemies, stricken with a guilty con- 
science, it was one that caused them dread and terror. 
We hope that our continent may happen to be in front this time, so 
that we may enjoy the full splendor of the shower. Let your minds be 
perfectly at ease about it, for tbe astronomers tell us that not a single 
meteor from these periodic showers has ever struck the earth. Oocasion- 
ally we have such a visitor, but it is one of the nameless wanderers that 
are all the time sweeping around the sun, not in shoals, but as individuals, 
Myriads of ‘these wanderers fall into our atmosphere every year, but only 
a few of them escape the penalty that nature exacts. Our atmosphere is 
our armor; but for it every living thing on the earth would soon be pelted 
to death.— Juvenile Instructor. 
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